
CCF is celebrating its  
20th anniversary this year,  
and it is because of dedi-
cated volunteers like your-
self that they are able to 
continue doing what they 

do to preserve 
these cats. 
 
I know for some 
of you it might 
be your first 
time traveling to 
Africa and 
maybe even 
your first time 
traveling alone. 
I know from 

experience that this can be 
nerve-racking, but I‟ve 
learned some things after all 
my traveling that I think can 
make part of the experience 

Welcome to the second 
issue of CCF‟s newsletter 
for volunteers, renamed 
“Cheetah Champs.”  A big 
THANK YOU goes out to 
CCF Trustee and National 
Run for the Cheetah Chair, 
Teresa Delaney, who sug-
gested the new name.   
 
A second welcome goes out 
to CCF‟s three new chap-
ters:  San Diego, Indianapo-
lis, and Denver.  Best 

wishes in your endeavors to 
publicize the mission of 
CCF! 
 
Be sure to check  
www.cheetah.org for fall 
chapter events near you.  As 
of this writing, events are 
being planned by the Wash-
ington DC, Chicago, and 
Portland, OR chapters, with 
more to come.  It‟s your 
chance to see Laurie again! 
 
Best Regards, Dorothy 

CHEETAH CHAMPS IS A WINNER!  

Helpful Hints for New Volunteers 

 Introducing the new San 
Diego Chapter Chair, 
Brianne Miller… 

I wanted to first start off by 
saying “thank you” for mak-
ing the choice to help an 
amazing organization dedi-
cated to saving cheetahs. 

less stressful. 
 
The first time I volunteered 
in Africa alone I was twenty 
and traveling to South Africa 
to help at Cheetah Outreach. 
I had never been out of the 
country before by myself, 
and it was my first time not 
living at home. I wasn‟t 
really sure what to expect; I 
knew nothing about South 
Africa other than what I had 
seen in Lethal Weapon 2. 
(Great historical reference!) 
So I knew I had to learn 
more about the country I 
would be calling home for 
the next three months.  
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 Any aspect of your CCF volun-
teer experience—it doesn't mat-
ter how long ago it was  

 Your post-experience involve-
ment with CCF—anything at 
all!  

 Ways you share your CCF ex-
perience 

 Volunteer profile:  who you are 
and what you do   

 Tips for new volunteers (these 
could just be bullet points)  

 Chapter news  

 Photos, poems, literary works 

 Anything else you might want to 
contribute!  New ideas are wel-
come! 
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By Brianne Miller 
‟09 Volunteer, USA 



INSPIRED TO A NEW CALLING BY CHEETAHS  
BY WILLIAM DIXON, ‘09 VOLUNTEER, USA 

When I returned home, I wanted to do  
something similar to what Sophia had 
done.  I decided to create a website 
with a percentage of sales going to 
CCF, and the website,  
www.williamdixonphotography.
com, was born.  

One of the pictures I took at CCF was 
put on a canvas and auctioned off at the 
annual CCF DC event.  It sold for 
$400. I was so proud to know that 
someone thought enough of my work 
to purchase it at all, let alone for that 
amount. I worked out an agreement 
with CCF where twenty percent of any 
cheetah sale is donated to CCF.  I plan 
on bringing even more work to  the 
DC event this year. 

I have worked very hard trying to 
educate the public in North Carolina 
about the trials and tribulations of the 
African cheetah. I was recently inter-
viewed by a local TV station about the 
use of my  photography to help save 
wildlife. I have started to create a 

slideshow presentation and hope 
to present it to school children 
later this fall.  One never knows 
who may be listening. It could be 
the next Sophia or perhaps the 
next Laurie Marker!  
 
One thing I know is this:  A deed 
completed, no matter how small, 
is greater than anything dreamed 
of but never acted upon. So, if 
you were like me, on the fence, 
please get off. The cheetah and its 
survival depend on you. You must 

be the voice of the cheetah. I hope to 
hear you loud and clear.  

Please visit William’s website.  His photo-
graphs rival any professional photogra-
pher’s!  William’s dream is to have a pho-
tograph published by National Geo-
graphic.   

www.williamdixonphotography.com 

So that is Tip #1: Learn about the coun-
try you are visiting, including the people, 
and once you are there stay open to learn-
ing as much as you can from those people. 
History books and the Internet are great, 
but to have the chance to talk to people 
who live there day in and day out is the 
best way to really enjoy your experience. 
Go with an open heart and an open mind!  
 
For many of you, your flight path might 
take you through Johannesburg Tambo 
International Airport. To many travelers, 
this stop is known as the “black hole” for 
luggage.  I‟ve lost three suitcases going 

through Tambo, one that never has 
been seen again, but luckily two came 
through four days after the fact.  But 
imagine your first week volunteering 
with no spare clothes! (Be thankful for 
your roommates because they do be-
come your family).  
 
Tip #2: Only pack enough to take as 
carry-on. Laundry machines are avail-
able, and trust me:  You will be pur-
chasing CCF memorabilia, so you do 
not need to over pack.  It will only 
weigh your journey down, and you 
may even be charged extra fees. 
 
Depending on how long you are plan- 
 

ning on staying, take the time to be a 
part of every aspect of what CCF is all 
about. With the many projects going 
on at all times you get a great chance 
to see the Waterberg Plateau and how 
beautiful Namibia really is. But even 
with all that is scheduled in your day, 
do all that you can while you are 
there, even extra projects.  
 
Tip #3: Go above and beyond.  I‟ve 
always viewed volunteering as our job 
to make the staff‟s life easier. They 
are the ones that are there day in and 
day out; they are the ones who will 
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I‟ve been in love with cat carnivores since 
I was a small child. My favorite TV show 
as a child was Born Free, a true series about 
an African couple raising a lion cub and 
releasing her into the wild. While I am 
fascinated with all African cats, I have al-
ways held a special place in my heart for 
the cheetah.  

Last year I saw a five-year-old 
little girl named Sophia draw a 
picture of a cheetah and sell it 
for $64 on eBay with the money 
going to CCF. It got me to 
thinking:  What can I do to pro-
tect the cheetah? I decided to go 
to Africa and see the cheetah 
firsthand and to witness the 
efforts to protect it from extinc-
tion. I volunteered for two 
weeks at CCF in Namibia. It 
was a privilege to see the cheetahs up close 
and help care for them. I got to watch the 
cheetah runs in which the cheetah chase a 
lure at about 50 mph. It is truly breathtak-
ing to watch the cheetah chase anything. I 
have never seen anything so graceful. See-
ing it stop and start and turn on a dime at 
such high speed simply must be seen to be 
believed.  

I also helped to care for the cheetahs by 
helping to feed them on a daily basis.  

Volunteer Tips 
...continued from Page 1 

http://Www.williamdixonphotography.com


With a BS in Forestry & Wildlife Management and an MS in Natural & Environmental Resources, I‟ve had a long career in the 
environmental sciences (28 years), mostly dealing with toxic and hazardous substances in the environment.  For the past four or 
five years, fueled by annual photo safari trips to southern and eastern Africa, I‟ve aspired to develop a new career path in wild 
cat conservation, preferably in Africa (though other areas are certainly of interest as well).  What kept me from pursuing this?  
Basically, my job held me back in the form of “golden handcuffs.”  I was president of a DC-area environmental consultancy that 
was a wholly-owned subsidiary of a British multinational.  It was one of about 25 such subsidiaries, operating in a variety of 
scientific and engineering fields.  But, back in September 2008, as part of a major worldwide reorganization, the parent com-
pany proposed to undertake a number of mergers among the subsidiaries.  It was agreed that my company would be merged 
into a larger sister company, and we were given a deadline of October 2009 to accomplish this. 

I recognized that this could be my chance to break free, to turn an ending into a new beginning, and I began to plan a strategy...  
I took vacation time to attend wildlife conservation conferences.  I networked with friends and colleagues that might have con-
nections in the world of wild cats.  Somewhat to my surprise, I managed to get face-to-face meetings with Dereck and Beverly 
Joubert, Greg Carr, the program manager for National Geographic‟s Big Cat Initiative, specialists at the World Wildlife Fund, 
university researchers, and private-practice conservation biologists.  And, as I was already a member of the DC Chapter of 
CCF, I had opportunities to meet and chat with Laurie Marker during her visits to the States. 

I soon realized that, like most professional communities, the community of wild cat conservation professionals is fairly small 
and is somewhat “closed”.  Everyone in it knows everyone else who‟s in it.  And it‟s not an easy task for a middle-aged, late-
career guy like myself to simply jump the fence, say “I want in,” and find a job!  It was the same way in my own career, so why 
should it be any different elsewhere? 

So, for the *right opportunity*, I decided to make myself available as a volunteer for a long-term commitment (a year, at 
least).  I figured that it‟s like going to college again.  I‟d learn a lot in the field of interest, I‟d gain real-world and hands-on ex-
perience, I‟d meet and get to know others who are practicing professionals in the field, and when I come out the other end 
maybe I‟d have some credibility, credentials, and a network of professional associates, all of which could help in finding paying 
work going forward. 

What‟s *the right opportunity?*  If I could have designed my own placement it would include:  working with wild cats (big or 
small), in a research environment, in a remote bush location, and preferably in Africa, but South America or Asia would also be 
OK. 

So now it‟s “long-story-short” time.  Back in September 2009, the cor-
porate merger was approaching conclusion.  Laurie Marker was in town 
to attend the DC Chapter‟s annual fundraising event, and I was assigned 
as her driver around town for a day.  I surfaced the idea of a long-term 
volunteer commitment.  Given my educational, career, and business 
background, Laurie seemed interested but noncommittal.  We fur-
thered this conversation over the ensuing months.  She was back in DC 
in early May 2010 and I again served as her driver, so we had the chance 
to talk further.  On May 22, toward the end of her recent tour around 
the States, she called to say “let‟s do it.” 

After that, I was in a frenzy to get my affairs in order to be able to walk 
away for a year.  I booked the ticket, obtained the work visa from the 
Embassy of Namibia, rented the house, and flew to Namibia on July 15.  
And, oh yeah, the *right opportunity* pretty much hit on all cylinders!  
I am really hoping this will be the first step on that long-aspired-to ca-
reer path in wild cat conservation… 

See page 6 for an update of Rick’s new life. 

 

A New Volunteer Anticipates His Year in Namibia 

BY RICK MCKENNA, ‘10 VOLUNTEER, USA 



Much of this article was excerpted from Chapter 12, “Up Close with the Cheetah,” in Dorothy Conlon’s book, “At Home in the World: Memoirs 
of a Traveling Woman.” Published in 2007 and available through Barnes & Noble, PublishAmerica or Amazon.com. 

Have you ever rested your hands willingly on a cheetah? Through Earthwatch assignments I‟ve had close contact with Indian 
wolves, Mediterranean dolphins and Australian echidnas. Now I‟m in Namibia to work with cheetahs at CCF. 

Little did I know, however, that we would have such close contact. The first of my two weeks here, our resident cheetahs are 
being captured, five each day, and brought to our clinic for their annual physical exams. I‟m glad it isn‟t I who has to dart the 
animal with anesthetic, although I‟m very brave at handling the sleeping cat and even taking its pulse and rectal temperature. 

The regional vet has flown in in his private plane from nearby Otjiwarongo, to conduct 
workups all week long. Several minor surgeries are required to repair surface wounds on 
the animals‟ legs. We help Audrey, the vet‟s assistant, in keeping close records. Then we 
monitor each cat for hours in the recovery room, hoping it wakes up with no ill effects 
from the anesthetic. 

More typical volunteer duties take us in the bakkie to one or another of the five farms 
that make up the 39,000-hectare CCF property. En route, we almost always see wild 
animals, most commonly warthogs and giraffes, but sometimes zebra or even eland. Each 
of our 25 cheetahs is fed individually, a carefully weighed portion of raw donkey meat 
augmented by calcium powder to strengthen its bones. Each day the same work has to be 
done, but no two days are the same for us, short-term volunteers. For instance, I offer to enter 
Laurie‟s notes from her recent Iran trip into the data base on a couple of days. 

Earthwatch volunteers sleep in rondavels, traditional African round huts with thatch roofs, but with 
the luxury of a window and a sink in each. The first—and most vital—advice I‟m given by Audrey upon arrival is never ever to 
walk barefoot, outside or even inside. The reason becomes obvious when the soles of my sandals collect innumerable sharp sand 
spurs from walking the short path to the shower bathroom. They‟re well named, Devil’s Thorns. It is indeed a devilish job to 
remove them. With bare feet, chances are you‟ll only step on one once. 

Here on this 5,000-foot-high plateau, the weather is so nice that we usually eat outside. A staff cook prepares some of our 
meals, but the rest of us pitch in as well, even the resident scientists. One day I assist Amy at sautéing and stuffing a Namibian 
delicacy—giant mushrooms. The local name is omajewa and they are bigger than a round serving platter. We‟ve seen them 
growing at the base of tall termite mounds, looking like huge white flowers. February is the season apparently, and we vege-
tarians gorge on them. A single mushroom serves several people amply. More typical meals include pasta, salads and hamburg-
ers. Alex, a smiling young gal from Italy, makes scrumptious crepes for a Sunday morning treat. 

The nearest enclosure, maybe 200 meters square, is home to three females, named Dusty, Sandy and Blondie. They are regu-
larly exercised by enticing them to chase after a red flag on a lure course, as you see at dog races. It‟s funny to watch how they 
share the course and take turns instead of racing against each other. Whichever cheetah snares the red cloth is rewarded with a 
hand-fed treat of raw meat, eagerly received. You might think these fastest of all land mammals would not need encouragement 
to stay fit, but since their food is delivered to them, they miss the exercise they would get from hunting their prey in the wild. 

A film crew is visiting CCF to create a documentary for a popular nature series on German TV. This exercise run has to be re-
peated several times one morning for their benefit. The director is never quite satisfied with how the cheetahs are running the 
course. On a subsequent day, when we go to a local farm to release a new resident cheetah that has passed his health inspection, 
the director is quite disappointed that the cat sprints out of his cage so suddenly—after peeking out warily—that the cameras 
can‟t follow his race to freedom. Too bad we can‟t get the cat back to repeat the release for TV.  

We‟ve been so absorbed in CCF activities that we‟ve hardly strayed from this central highland area in the shadow of stunning 
Waterberg Plateau. But now it‟s time to move on. A small caravan loads up to drive to the airport in Windhoek on Sunday. I 
myself will be exploring further for a couple of weeks in this bleakly beautiful country. But it is my fascinating cheetah experi-
ences that are very much the highlight of Namibia for me. 

 

Cheetah Reminiscences 

by Dorothy Conlon, „04 volunteer, USA 

On the way  to Bellebeno 
Photo Credit: 

Dorothy Scanlan 



CCF USA CHAPTERS 

DO YOU LIVE NEAR ONE?  

Cheetah Conservation Fund. 
Just bring in a copy of the 
flier and present it to your 
server. It's that simple! The 
flier is good for take-out or 
dine-in and includes the bar 
tab!!   Go to:  http://
ccfsandiego.weebly.com for 

more information. 
 

CCF WASHINGTON DC 

CHAPTER FALL EVENT 
 

The DC Chapter’s fall fund-
raiser will take place on Mon-
day, September 27, in tan-
dem with CCF’s annual Board 
meeting, at the offices of 
Foley & Lardner LLP on the 
Georgetown waterfront.   

ARIZONA  

Claudia Whitehead 

ccfarizona@cheetah.org  

480-518-7267 

 

COLORADO 
Elise Ward  
eliseward@gmail.com  
303-757-0506 

 

KENTUCKY 

Allison Rogers 

Kentuckychapter@cheetah.org  

866-909-3399 ext. 106 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Laurie Payne 
Lauriepayne@cheetah.org  
925-963-9877 
 
OREGON 
Donna Coe  
donnajcoe@comcast.net   
503-297-7716 
 
UTAH  
Hogle Zoo 
Liz Larsen 
ccfutah@cheetah.org 
801-582-1631 
 
ILLINOIS AND NATIONAL 
RUN FOR THE CHEETAH CHAIR 
Jayne Bazos 
CCFchicago@cheetah.org 
312-491-1976 
 

 Join the CCF Volunteer Alumni 
Facebook group.  

 Follow CCF on Twitter or Facebook! 

 Take a photo of your CCF 
experience to work:  it‟s guaranteed 
to be a conversation starter! 

 Join a local chapter or start one of 
your own. 

 Give a talk on cheetah conservation at 
your local library or nature center. 

 Ask your local newspaper to write a 
story about your volunteer 
experience. 

 Wear your CCF volunteer t-shirt 
when you are out on errands. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP  
SPREAD THE WORD—OR 
SIMPLY STAY IN TOUCH 

you and will help you get the 
most out of your volunteer 
experience. Have a blast!! 
Enjoy your experience at 
CCF; take it all in, and be 
safe. Good luck, and thank 
you for supporting CCF. 
 
San Diego Chapter Event 
 
The CCF San Diego chapter 
of the Cheetah Conservation 
Fund is uniting with Califor-
nia Pizza Kitchen to help 
save cheetahs from extinc-
tion. For the entire day of 
Wednesday, August 18, 20% 
of your bill will go to the 

...continued from Page 2 

 
who will be there after we 
are gone and will be making 
sure that cheetahs have a 
fighting chance. So let‟s give 
the staff a fighting chance to 
face their daily struggles to 
make that possible. You‟ll 
look back and feel such a 
sense of accomplishment and 
of being a part of something 
bigger than yourself, and it 
makes it all worthwhile. 
 
I hope these three tips will 
make things a little easier for 

   VOLUNTEER TIPS CONT’D & EVENTS   

 
CLEVELAND, OH  
Jan Hughes 
ccfcleveland@cheetah.org  
216-362-7041 
 
FLORIDA 
Jane Bernal 
ccfflorida@cheetah.org  
561-994-2475 
 
MASS-NEW ENGLAND 
Michelle DuBois 
mbd@thlogic.com  
508-831-5471 
 
NEW YORK/ NEW JERSEY 
Ronit Kobrinski  
ronitdaisy@gmail.com  
732-233-7003 
 
SAN DIEGO, CA 
Brianne Passmore 
760-703-3344 
 
TEXAS 
Paula Martin  
paulam@cheetah.org  
866-909-3399 ext.100 
 
WASHINGTON DC, MD & W. VA  
Liz Karch 
lkarch@rer.org  
202-669-8707 
 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
Anne Emison Wishard 
317-255-0101 
 

Dr. Laurie Marker will be the 
keynote speaker.  Featured 
will be an Ambassador chee-
tah and an Anatolian Shep-
herd from the Columbus Zoo 
as well as wine, hors d’oeu-
vres and a silent auction.  
The event will run 6:30pm—

9pm.  This year, the chapter 
has added a special VIP 
event from 5:30pm—
6:30pm, with an intimate 
gathering with Dr. Marker 
and an exclusive photo with 
the cheetah. 
 

Please email dcchee-
tah@yahoo.com for ticket 
prices and more information. 

http://ccfsandiego.weebly.com
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mailto:ccfcleveland@cheetah.org
mailto:ccfflorida@cheetah.org
mailto:mbd@thlogic.com
mailto:ronitdaisy@gmail.com
mailto:paulam@cheetah.org
mailto:lkarch@rer.org


CCF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTERS 

DO YOU LIVE NEAR ONE?  

CCF Canada 
3600 Yonge St, Suite 625  
Toronto, Ontario M4N 3R8  
Canada 
 

CCF UK 
Eagle House 
108/110 Jermyn 
London SW1Y 6RH 
Email:  uk@cheetah.org 
www.cheetah.org.uk 
 

CCF Japan 
www.ccfjapan.org 
 

CCF Germany 

www.aga-international.de/
projekte/
schutzprojekt_geparden.html 
 

 

 
 

Earlier this year, former CCF 
volunteer Muriel Horacek  gave a 
presentation on cheetah conservation 
in Namibia to a California chapter of 
the National Audubon Society.  Muriel 
volunteered for four weeks through 
Earthwatch at CCF in 1997, the first 
year the volunteer program started. 

FORMER VOLUNTEER 
CONTINUES TO SPREAD 

THE WORD 

with radio collars. While 
under, a perfunctory medical 
exam was also performed. I 
was able to observe the pro-
cedures and assist in a very 
minor way (removing burrs 
from their fur!). One cat has 
been recommended to the 
dentist for a possible root 
canal. These cats will be re-
leased on CCF‟s Bellebeno 
Farm, in a 4,000-hectare 
enclosure, to prepare them 
for release back into the 
wild.  There is abundant prey 
here, and it is hoped that 
these cheetahs can acquire 
the necessary hunting skills.   

A similar release to  
NamibRand couple of years 

Just a quick note to say that I 
arrived in Windhoek on July 
16, in time to attend CCF‟s 
20th Anniversary Gala on the 
17th. A very nice affair with 
300+ in attendance, includ-
ing the Minister of Environ-
ment & Tourism and several 
other dignitaries. 
 
My workspace at CCF is a 
desk with a second-floor 
window overlooking Chew-
baaka's pen, so I have to say 
that I enjoy being able to 
look out and see the old boy 
going about his daily busi-
ness. Sheer luck to have 
scored such a prize view... 
Yesterday, four female cats 
were anaesthetized and fitted 

ago has been quite success-
ful... 
 
As an initial assignment, I 
have taken on the day-to-
day scheduling of volunteer 
activities, as the person 
who had been doing that 
left just as I arrived. As we 
go along, it appears I'll be 
working quite closely with 
Laurie and Bruce on the 
business aspects of CCF's 
operation, while not losing 
touch with my predomi-
nant interests in conserva-
tion field science. 
 
All for now... Cheers, 
Rick McKenna  (23 Jul 10) 

     UPDATE FROM RICK MCKENNA 

 
CCF France 
www.amifelins.org/ 
 
CCF Italy 
www.associazioneasn.org/ 

 
CCF Netherlands 
www.stichtingspots.nl/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We’d love to hear from volun-

teers in other countries!  Email 

your story to:  

 

ccf_vol_outreach@yahoo.com  
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